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PREFACE.

————

Tk Alukobo Sandesa or the Ash-dove’s Message is a short
poem in Singhalese composed by me in the form of an epistle
addressed to Natha, the incumbent god of Totagamu Vihara,
situated on the south-west coast of Ceylon about 14 miles to the
north of Galle. This form of addressing rhymed epistles to gods
has been a favourite method with ancient poets.

The aim of the Sandesa is a prayer to Natha to confer
blessings of health, wealth and prosperity -on the illustrious Maha
Mudaliyar Sir Solomon Dias Bandaranaike, Kt., C.ML.G., and his
family, ' ‘ :

The Bandaranaike family is one of the oldest Singhalese
noble families, members of which have distinguished themsclves
for public service during the last four or five centuries, and the
Portugese and Dutch records amply testify to such distinction.
Mention of the family is also made in the Hansa Sandesa (Swan’s
Message),—a standard work of a contemporary of Sri Rahula
Thero in the 15th century. This family has also been fortunate

in holding the distinguished office of Maha Mudaliyar at a very
~ early period of the History of Ceylon of European rule.
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PIVHE present MAHA MUDALIYAR was born in his father's
Walauwa at Horagolla in Veyangoda on 22nd May 1862,
and was educated at St. Thomas’s College, Colombo. When
the present King George V and His Majesty’s late elder
brother Prince Albert Victor, the late Duke of Clarence, visited
the Island in 18582 the Maha Mudaliyar had the honour of being
invested by Their Royal Highnesses with the rank of Mohandiram
of the Governor’s Gate, and as such he entered Public Service in
his 19th year. In honour of the event the surname * Raja-
kumarun-kadu-karalu” was by special permission of Government
added to his name. He succeeded his father Don Christoffel
Henricus Dias Abeyewickreme Jayatillake Seneviratne Bandara-
naike, Mudaliyar of the Governor's Gate and Justice of the Peace
and Unofficial Police Magistrate, in the office of Mudaliyar of
Siyane korale East. In 1895 he succeeded his relative Don
Conrad Peter Dias Bandaranaike in the office of Maha Mudaliyar
and received his investiture from His Excellency the Governor
Sir Arthur Havelock. He was the recipient of a gold medal
in 1896 from the inhabitants of Siyane korale East in recognition
of the services to that district, while administering its affairs as
Mudaliyar. In 1897 he was one of the Official Representatives of .
Ceylon at the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations in England of Her
Majesty Queen Victoria and was the recipient of Diamond Jubilee
Gold Medal. Inl901 by public subscription he was presented with
a Gold Sword of Honour. The same year heacted as extra A D.C.
to Duke of York (the present King-Emperor) during the visit of
Their Royal Highnesses the Duke and Duchess. Tn 1902 he was
made C.M.G, and received the Coronation Gold Medal, when
he represented Ceylon at the Coronation of the late King
Edward VIL. In 1907 he received the Royal Order of Merit,
Cambodia. In the same year he was also invested with the
insignia of the Order of Knighthood. He is also a Justice of the
Peace for the whole Island and Native Aid- de~camp to HIR
Extellency the Governor, i : R :



2

His paternal grandfather was Don Solomon Dias Bandara-
naike, an account of whom is given in the second rolume of
Sir Emerson Tennant’s History of Ceylon. In 1898 the Maha
Mudaliyar married Daisy Ezline, the eldest danghter of Sir Solo-
mon Christoffel Obeyesekara. Kt.,and M.L.C., a gentleman of great
respect and high position. The Obeyesekara family is one of the
oldest nobdle families of Southern Province. Lady Obeyesekara is
the second daughter of the late Hon. Mr. James De Alwis, M.L.C.
and Mrs. de Alwis (Florence Dias Bandaranaike), a sister of the late
Sir Harry Dias, Kt., Senior Puisne Justice of Ceylon. The late
Hon. Mr. James Peter Obeyesekera, M.L.C., was the eldest brother
of Sir Solomon Christoffel Obeyesekera and their parents were
D. B. F, Obeyesekera, Mudaliyar of Talpe Pattu and Mrs. Obeye-
sekera (Cornelia Susana Dias Bandaranaike).

The Maha Mudaliyar is a fairly well-to-do person and owns
extensive cocoanut and rubber plantations, and has much house
property in Colombc, Nuwara Eliya, Veyangoda and other places.
He has also the honour of being president, vice-president and
member of various societies, institutes, boards &c., too numerous
to mention.

Request of my late lamented father Denis Mendis Wickrama-
ratne Senanayaka, Mohandiram, coupled with the high honours
deservingly paid to Sir Solomon, prompted me to undertake this
work, though in the midest of my professional and other duties I
had very little time to spare.

Amongst those Ceylonese who have been honoured by our
ruling monarch George V, and the late monarchs Edward VIL.,
and Queen Victoria and other members of the Royal Family, the
present Maha Mudaliyar stands foremost, and in whatever hig'h
circle he moved he has brought credit to himself and to his
countrymen. The keen interest he takes in the welfare of his
people and the modesty with which he shows his kindness and
regard to the people, high or low, rich or poor, educa.t.ed or
illiterate, irrespective of caste, colour or creed are rare'vxrtues.
especially among those who have the good fortune to receive such
honours. It is for kings and princes to honour them, but wt? have
ourselves a duty to perform, namely, to offer them our sincere

*
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wishes of long life, happiness and prosperity. It is to discharge
this duty to-wards him who is noble both in deed and in birth,
and to preserve in a native poem the name so honoured that
I have undertaken chis task, and by so doing I have also the
satisfaction that I have acted in accordance with a noble teaching
of Lord Buddha as given in Maha Mangala Sutta :—

“Puji-ca puja niyinam
Etam mangala muttamam.”

To honour him to whom honour is due is a noble act.

Totagama . Vihara.—This vihara, like one of the Modern
Universities of Great Britian, was at the tinge of Sri Rahula Sangha
Raja a great seat of learning. This Sangha Raja who was the
author of the well-known classical works, known as Padasadana
Tika, Pancikapradipa, Kaviasekhara, Paravi Saundesa, Selalihini
Sandesa &c., and who may be called the Shakespeare of Ceylon,
was the renowned principal of the Oriental College called the
Vijaya-bahu Pirivena. The fame of the institution was so great
that it had attracted pupils even from across the seas; and so
great a Sanskrit scholar as Sri Rama Chandra Bharati—the author
of the Bauddha-Sataka (Book of 100 stanzas on Buddha's virtues),
and 'two works on prosody known as Vritaratnakara-pancikawa,
and Vritamalakhiawa, came .to Ceylon to prosecute his studies
under the principal of the College.

The history of the Vihara is further embellished by the fact
that it was here that the late lamented greaf oriental scholar
Hikkaduwa Sri Sumangala, Chiei High Priest of Colombo, Galle .
and Adam’s Peak, and Principal of the Vidiodaya College, Colombo,
was admitted to priest-hood and passed the early part of his holy -
life. The village where the old vihara stood was then known as
Motagamuwa, which means in Singhalese a sea-port or a port-
town, frcm fota, a port and gama, a village, the Pali and Sanskrit
equivalents being Titthagama and Tirthugrama respectively.
Since the days of Prakrama-bahun IV the village has been called
Telwatte (oil garden or oil hamlet), as that monarch caased a
grove containing 5000 cocoanut trees to be planted for the purpose
of supplying oil to the vihara. The following account of the

-
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vihara. given in the 90th chaper-of the Mahawansa may be read:
with:interest :— - _

‘% At Titthagama (Totagamu) vihara, where the great Vijaya-
bahu built a temple, five and forty cubits long, which had gone
altogether to decay, this king, Prakrama-bahu, built a fine two-
storied temple, thirty cubits long, with tall spires, and then gave
that building, as it shone with-divers paintings, to the great and
venerable elder K4yasatthi who dwelt in the Pirivena called
Vijayabahu. He also gave for the benefit of that Pirivena, a
village named Salaggama (Halpatota), near the bank of the river
Gimha (Ginganga); and in that delightful village.of Tittha- -gama
. he.formed a grove with ﬂve thousand cocoanut trees.” i

This Vijayabahu is V:gaydbahu I, known also as Siri Sangha-
bodhi Vijayabahn and Mahalu: Vijayabahu, who ascended the
throne of Lanka in 1065 A.D., and reigned 55 years. Having )
defeated the Cholians in several battles, he drove them over the
geas, and ve-established the Buddhist Church which had then
fallen into a very degenerate state, by introducing the ordination-
ceremony from Ramanna- (4 -province in Burmah), reconstructing
a good many old viharas, bu1ldmg new ones and richly endowing
the priest-hood. - : . o

Prakramabahu referred to is undoubtedly identical w1t.h
Prakramabahu 1V who ascended the throne of Lanka in 1295 A.D.
He was an oriental scholar of no mean repute, and henee was
known as Pandita Prakramabahu., He was the author of the
Kausilumina (the crest-gem of poetry),a Singhalese classic in blank
verse, and translator of the Buddhist birth-stories known as:“ The:
Pansiya-panas Jataka” into Singhalese. 1tissurmised that it was«
in this reign the popular Singhalese grammar called Sidat-sangara
was written. It is the opinion of some scholars that it was
written by Vedeha Thero, the addmitted author of the two Pali
works, ‘ Samanta-kuta-vannana (A description of Adam’s Peak),-
and Rasa-wahini; whilst-others aseribe it to Sanga Raja Anoma- -
dassi—the author of *Daivagna-kamadhenun ” and “ Paropakara- *
karanaya.” My own opinion is that it was written by the latter -
in the reign of Prakramabahu II., and I have discussed the
subject at length giving my reasons in the Singhalese Preface, - i

™
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On oné of the stone pillars by the side of the Natha dewala
at Totagamnw Vihara is still to be seen,an old inscription with thé
mention of “Mahabadgama,” which literally means great ricé
village. This may be, construed as referring. to Baddegama.
Halpatota and Baddegama are villages on either side of the Gin-
ganga, about 6 miles from the Vihara. The quotation from
chapter 90 of the Mahawansa shows that Halpatota was given to
the priests of the vihara, and it may be conjectured that Badde-
gama was also similarly given to the same priests. Even at the
present day the vihara owns some old fields at Baddegama.

The inscription is very old and from a palaeographical pnint.
of ‘view it may be considered as belonging to a distant date of the
10th or 11th century.

“There are”, says Hikkaduwa Sri Sumangala Thero in. his’
elaborate preface to. the Kaviasekhara, “two lines of and old
inscription on a fragmentary slab, one of which reads vacissarappa--
mukha (with Vachissara as the Principal), and the other ettha
baddha sima (here is fixed the consecrated boundary).” Vachissara
means professor or inaster of words or speech, and was an-
honorific title conferred by the king on Totagamuwa Sri Rahula
Sangha Raja for his proficiency in languages. Since then Hik-
kadowa Sri Sumangala Thero had the honour of holding that title
and well 'did he deserve it.

A reference to the vihara is made also in the Gira Sandesa
(Parrot’s Message), a standard Singhalese work composed by a
contemporary of Totagamuwa Sri Rahula Sangha Raja and
addressed to him from Cotta, the then capital of Ceylon, with the
request that prayers might be offered to Natha for blessings of
prosperity on his foster-father Prakramabahu VI.

. It also appears from the same epistle that there had been an
image called Disa pilima, which perhaps means the image of the
province. A literal translation of a part of the 215th stanza is as
follows :— Have a sight of the blue coloured image known as
Disa-pilima which was made by god Indra for the welfare of the
Island at a time when the ocean commenced to wash away the
shore, owing to the wrath of gods who were incensed at the
unwise act of the great king Kelani Tissa of Ceylon. for condemn
ing the innocent saint Kelani Tissa Thero &e.”
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The 22nd chapter of the Mahawansa gives an diccount of this
attrocious deed of imperial tyranny without however mentioning
how the arhat Kelani Tissa Thero was cruelly killed by being
thrown into a caldron of boiling oil on a fialse charge of having
sent a secret message to the queen consort.

King Kelani Tissa was the maternal grand-father of Dutu-
gemunu—the greatest warrior king of Ceylon who ascended the
throne in 306 B. C.

The name of the arhat is immortalised in the Pali poem
called the Tela-kataha-gatha (Stanzas of the Oil-caldron), where
the exhortations of the dying arhat to the king afford very
pathetic reading. The Tela-kataha-gatha was rendered into
English with notes by me, and appeared in 1890 in a series of
articles in the second volume of *“The Buddhist,” a Weekly
Magazine published by the Theosephical Society of Colombo.
An English Translateration of the poem edited with a very useful
preface by the well-known oriental scholar E. R. Gooneratne,
Mudaliyvar of the Governor’s Gate and Justice of the Peace, was
published in 1884 in the Journal of the Pali Text Society.

Natha.—The god Natha to whom this epistle is addressed is
believed by the Buddhists to be the future Buddha.

Sri Ruhula Thero in his Kaviya-sekhara speaks of Natha as
follows :— :

 Hail ! Natha, god of Totagamu shrine,
Whose graceful beauty like the moon doth shine
The future Lord Buddha, the omniscient,
In fame and glory highly transcendant.”

Natha means lord or saviour, and is a term often applied to
Buddha. e is supposed to be a very benign god whose blessings
are often invoked on matters of great importance.

The poem is named after the messenger Ash-dove or
Alukobo in Singhalese. It contains 152 stanzas in gee (blank verse),
seheli (a mixture of blank verse and rhyme), and sivu-pada
(rhymes of four lines). I may explain here that in this poem I
have deviated a little from my usual mode of composition by using
alliterations, acrostics &c., at the request of my friends, but I have,
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hewever, been careful to arrange the same recurrent sound to
convey a different meaning at each repitition, and thus avoid the
error known in Singhalese as punarut (tautology).

This poem is the fourth work by me, the other three being:—
“The Cockatoo Sandesa,” “The Canary Sandesa,” and *The Gaman- .
vistaraya” (A description of a tour from Balapitiya to Colombo).
At the request of the publisher a paraphrase is appended to each
stanza to help the reader to understand the poem. g

In accordance with the usage of the Oriental bards theé poem
begins with a benediction to the messenger and describes his
beauty and names the qualities which befit him as a messenger
to be entrusted with an epistle of importance. Then it gives a
description of Randombe—the author’s native village—whence the
journey is to begin. The messenger is enjoined to observe an
object of good omen and-to start at an auspicious hour on a
Monday morning at sunrise when the planets jupiter, venus and
mercury, and the sun and mioon are in powerful positions of the
Zodiac ‘with good -aspects or exaltations. He is to adore the
Triple-gem and to invoke protection of gods before he starts on
the journey. He is to proceed first to the Maha Mangala Samudra
Rama (commonly called Maha Vihara) of Randombe, and to
‘worship the divers objects of worship there, then to take permis-
sion of the priests and to proceed on his journey, taking a route
through busy Ambalangoda, Madampe, Dewagoda Vihara, Lanka-
goda, Akurala, Kahawa, Godagama and Telwatta, where lies his
destination—the famous Totagamu Vihara. The poem then gives
a description of the vihara with a brief account of its past history
and the virtues of its incumbent god Natha to whom the epistle
is to be offered. .Before the important function of delivering the
epistle the poem gives a brief account of the Maha Mudaliyar with
the salient virtues and prominent traces of his character as a great
and good man. Next follows the praise to the messenger for his
valuable service. The poem then gives a very short account of
the author and date of composition- and concludes with an
elaborate piece of . composition called “ Sadara-ch'ka-bandhana“
(a verse written in a wheel with six spokes).
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Of my previous works the Cockatoo Sandesa was publised in
1906, and the encouragement I received from the vernacular press
and the distinguished Singhalese scholars of the day induced me
to devote a greater part of my leisure hours to this kind of
literature. The editorial of the Lakminipahana commenting on

the meuits of the Cockatoo Sandesa as a poem is given at the end
of the Singhalese Preface.

Acrostics.—The initials and finals of the ﬁrst stanza read
“enon® e B9 ” (I compose this having adored Lord
Buddha). The initials of the 2nd stanza mean ‘ Please read the
Ash-dove’s message. The finals of the 38th stanza give the name
of the author, those of the 83rd stanza the name of the addressee
{Natha), and those of the 91st stanza the name of the incumbent
priest of the Maha Vihara of Randombe. The initials of the
120th to 123rd stanzas convey the meaning * Please proceed to
Totagamu -Vihara where Sri Rahula Sanga Raja, the great
professor on the I'ripitakas resided.” The last acrostic in the
150th stanza gives the purport of the poem, its initials reading
“*May the Maha Mudaliyar enjoy long life and prosperity”.

Before concluding I have to acknowledge with thanks
my indebtedness to my Singhalese tutor the erudite scholar
Dhammatilaka Nayaka Thero, a worthy pupil of the famous
Bopagoda Siri Sumna, Chief High Priest of the Amarapura sect
of Buddhist Priests, and of the well-known Singhalese poet
Mihiripenna Dhammaratana, for the careful revision of the poem.
He is the author of the Vil-lihini Sandesa (a standard work of the
present day in Singhalese), Kavlakara, Acharya-varnana, Jaga-
rasthavirodha Varnana, Adhimasa Dipaniya, Adhimasa Bhedaya.
Adhimasa Mandalaya, and a translation of Sasana Visuddhikata &e»

I bave also to express my thanks to Sri Saranankara Thero,
High Priest of Bentota and Principal of Sailantayatana Pirivena,
-and to my Pali tutor Sudassana Thero of Maha Vihara, Randombe—
the chief honorary secretary and anwvijjaka (a judge of the priests)
of the Saddhammavansa of the Amarapura sect. for the ungrudg-
ing and valuable suggestions I received from them.

Ratndgiri Walauwa, TTHE AUTHOR.

Balapitiya, Octeber 22, 1913.
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